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SITE INFORMATION  

East-central Minnesota on the Des Moines Lobe till plain in Wright County near Howard Lake, 

Minnesota. The site has been under continuous cultivation for the past 120 years. The slope is 

3% and the agricultural management in the past 30 years has largely consisted of a corn-soybean 

rotation. The historic vegetation is tallgrass prairie. This site has no ponding or flooding. 

LANDFORM AND PARENT MATERIAL 

The site is best described as a gently rolling upland with a southeast aspect on a linear slope. 

Soils of the uplands on the Des Moines Lobe till plain are formed in calcareous, loamy glacial 

till. The till has coarse fragments (predominantly gravels) throughout. 

HILLSLOPE POSITION  

 

 

SOIL MOISTURE AND TEMPERATURE REGIMES 

Upland soils in this region have a udic soil moisture regime, and the soil temperature region is 

mesic.  

SOIL PIT INFORMATION  

The 3rd and 4th horizons have visible clay films on the surfaces of peds. The 5th, 6th, and 7th 

horizons have visible secondary carbonates and are strongly effervescent. The 3rd horizon is a 

transitional horizon. The coarse fragments are gravels.  

 

CHARACTERIZATION DATA  

Horizon % Base Saturation % Org. C CaCO3 (%) 

1 63 5.1 0 

2 62 4.8 0 

3 67 2.2 0 

4 72 0.5 0 

5 100 0.3 2 

6 100 0.2 4 

7 100 0.2 4 
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SITE IMAGE  
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SCORECARD 
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