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SITE INFORMATION  

This soil is found about 100 m inland from the Pacific Ocean just northwest of Santa Cruz, California. It is 

currently in pasture but has been used for intensive agriculture (tilled vegetable crops) in the last decade. Slope 

is 0.5% and vegetation is mainly annual grasses, with good vegetative cover. This site has no ponding or 

flooding.  

LANDFORM  

This soil has formed on an uplifted marine terrace. This terrace is the first above current sea level and is about 

60,000 years old. Parent material is sandy marine deposits.  

HILLSLOPE POSITION  

 

SOIL MOISTURE AND TEMPERATURE REGIMES 

The site has xeric soil moisture regime and mesic soil temperature regime.  

 

SOIL PIT INFORMATION  

Oriented clay bridging of sand grains is visible in horizons 4 and 5. Clay is low plasticity. Sand is dominantly 

medium throughout. The 3rd horizon is a transitional horizon. The 4th and 5th horizons have pedogenic sodium.  

CHARACTERIZATION DATA  

Horizon BS % Organic C % Ex Na % (ESP) 

1 88 2.1 2 

2 92 2.0 4 

3 97 1.6 7 

4 100 0.7 17 

5 100 0.6 15 
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